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Principal’s Message 
Tena koutou katoa 
Term 1 has come to an end and I know it has been a challenge for our students, staff and whānau.  
For what feels like the first time after two years of cautionary measures, COVID moved amongst us. It 
has impacted students, families and staff here. It has been very hard for all of us dealing with 
uncertainty, frustration, rescheduling, restrictions and possibly fear as well. This has not been an easy 
time for any of us. 
Thank you to those who have supported your children by keeping things as normal as possible for 
them. You have done this by answering their questions, giving them extra time, space and love. They 
carry our anxieties and I have been so impressed at the resilience and joy your children have shown 
each day at school. We’ve done the very best we could to keep it a safe, happy, learning-focused and 
normal environment for them. 
Thank you for your patience as we have had to repeatedly change plans over the last two years to 
accommodate new guidelines, do without things and require masks in the school for Year 4 and over. 
None of us enjoy it, but we are bound to follow guidelines for the safety of all. 
Thank you to those who have shown kindness to school staff in all of this, along with supermarket 
workers, health workers and others in public-facing roles. People usually choose to be in health or 
education out of a genuine desire to help others, and they can feel more vulnerable in a pandemic 
because they are at the ‘front line’ more than many, interacting with high numbers of people every day. 
I am so proud of all the staff here - every day they show their commitment to providing the very best 
learning opportunities to your children, even while being faced with uncertainty about their own families 
and personal safety. They are tired and these holidays are needed. 
 
Enjoy some rest yourselves with your children over the next two weeks as well. I am so hoping that the 
peak of COVID will pass soon, and that we can get back to having events for families again.  
Me te mihi nui mo a koutou manaakitanga - in appreciation of your support. 
Hamish Hislop 
 

Anzac Day  
This year ANZAC day falls during the school holidays. We have put 
out our ANZAC day crosses for our community to remember the 
ultimate sacrifice people made during the different wars and conflicts 
around the world. These will be up for most of the school holidays. 
Feel free to come and have a look and remember these brave 
people.  



 

 

You can even do some research online through the Auckland Museum Cenotaph website. For example 
Lieutenant Colonel W.G Malone. He fought in Gallipoli with the Wellington Mounted Rifles alongside his 
brother and my Great-Great Uncle James McGregor Elmslie. William Malone died at Chunuk Bair with 
many ANZAC soldiers. His name is remembered on the Malone 
Memorial Gates in Stratford and on the Memorial plaque at Parliament 
House.  
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. Age shall not weary 
them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning. We will remember them.” 
 

Covid Update 
I first would like to apologise for the lack of communication lately on covid. I have been at home initially 
isolating as a household contact and then as a covid patient.  
 
Next term we have some changes in regards to our safety measures.  
Contact Tracing - We will no longer require every parent to scan the 
QR code and sign in when entering the school grounds. We will still 
expect parents to sign in at the office if they are onsite for a meeting, 
school visit or event. You will not need to sign in to drop your child off at 
their classroom. 
Meeting the teachers - If you need to talk with your child’s teacher please arrange a time with them. 
Before school can be very busy and it is not always the best time to have a meeting with you. If you are 
dropping your child to the classroom please consider wearing a mask and social distancing from 
students and staff. Please do not loiter around the classrooms at the end of the school day. Your 
children have been able to manage meeting you at the gate extremely well. This helps develop their 
resilience. 
Masks - Wearing masks are no longer mandatory however any staff member or student who wishes to 
wear a mask can do so. Parents visiting are strongly encouraged to wear a mask to keep our 
community safe. 
 

Devon Kindergarten 
Devon Kindergarten is taking enrolments now and would love to hear from you. For further details please 
contact them: 
Phone 06 7575694  /  Ph/Txt 027 811 4684  /  Email: devon@kindergartentaranaki.co.nz  

 
Fundraising Committee 

Thank you to all the whānau who have supported our latest fundraising 
events. We have managed to raise $3900 from the Bike-a-thon and $1800 
from the Easter Raffle. This alongside the firewood raffle our committee 
and raised over $6000. This money is directed back into the school to help 
fund events, swimming for the junior school and other materials which 
support the West End Te Kura ō Mōrere students. Thank you very much.   
If you would like to be part of the Fundraising Committee please see 
Christine or Tracy in the office. 



 

 

Dates for Term 2 
 
May 2nd  School Starts for Term 2 
 
May 9th  New Zealand Sign Language Week 
 
May 20th  Teacher Only Day - School will be closed 
 
May 24th-2 June Life Education Trust at School. All classes  

involved at the school 
 
May 30th and 31st Parent Conferences  

(More information will be sent about this) 
 
June 6th  Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday.  

School will be closed 
 
June 24th  Matariki - Public holiday.  

School will be closed 
 
July 8th  End of Term 2 – closure at 3.00pm 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                


