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Kia ora whanau
With more and more Omicron cases appearing around Aotearoa I
thought it was important to share and clarify what to do if you or
your child is a close contact or contracts Covid 19. Our priority is to
make sure we keep our students and sta� safe. We are following the
advice from the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health.
We are focusing on good ventilation, hand hygiene, vaccination,
masks, social distancing (where possible), limiting non essential
visitors and staying at home if unwell.

Below is some important information about Phase 2 Red settings for
Covid. If you are unsure of what to do, please contact the school and
we will be happy to help. Thank you for your support.

Hamish Hislop
Principal



Explaining COVID-I9 contacts  (Phase 2)

What is the di�erence between a positive case, Household/Whānau of a
positive case and a close contact?

Household/Whānau - People who live in your house with you
Positive Cases - Someone who has tested positive for COVID 19
Close Contact - Someone who has had contact with a person with COVID
19 when they were infectious
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CASUAL CONTACTS
STUDENTS COME TO SCHOOL & YOU CONTINUE WITH YOUR
NORMAL ROUTINES
Monitor for symptoms and get tested if feeling unwell

COVID-19
Frequently Asked Questions

In light of recent cases in the local area this information is to support our
families with any Covid-19 queries, and what you need to do.



In advance we know that this will end up in disruptions to your lives and
work, and thank you for your understanding and support.

Please note that we are not the “health experts”, but do know that the
Ministry of Health may be delayed in providing advice/guidance to you.

Please also note that this information is subject to change, based on any
updated guidelines from the Ministry of Education & Health.

Who do we advise if my child tests positive for Covid-19?
Please contact Hamish Hislop as soon as possible after you have been
informed of a positive test result.
Contact:  by email principal@westendnp.school.nz or phone the school
067589331

What actions does the school take when there is a positive case?
We follow a response plan based on guidance from the Ministry of
Education.
This involves:

● Seeking confirmation of the positive case, and when the infectious
period was

● If this was on a school day, we then work through contact tracing
● We will advise classes that are close contacts, via text/email initially,

and then a follow up phone call.
● If this occurs during a school day, we will request that you come

and collect your child as soon as you are able to.  Arrive at the
main o�ce, and we will bring your child(ren) out to you safely.

● Rest of school advised of the case, and becomes casual contacts

How do we work out who is a Close Contact?
There is detailed guidance around this and a range of criteria. Without
going into detail, because our students spend a long time in the same
classroom, this then fits the criteria for being a Close Contact if they are
unmasked.
My child is a close contact. What does this mean?

● This means your child has had contact with a positive case at our
school.

● They will need to isolate for 7 days and be tested on day #5 (Note -
the 7 days start from the date that they were in contact with a

mailto:principal@westendnp.school.nz


positive case at school.  Because of the time lag between the
confirmed case/test results, this may mean that your child only
needs to remain home for a smaller number of days).

● The day #5 test is likely when you would receive the notification of
being a close contact.

● We will advise you further regarding testing and isolation dates.

Do I need to provide anything before my child is able to return to school?
Yes please.  For positive Covid cases or close contacts we would like to see
the last negative test result please.  Note: if your family chooses not to get
the Covid test done, then the period of isolation will need to be extended.

If my child is a close contact, does the rest of our household also need to
isolate?
You are a household Close Contact if you live with someone who is positive
for COVID-19. Whether you are fully vaccinated or not, you need to:

● stay home and self-isolate from others from the day the person
with COVID-19 tests positive or is notified as a probable case until
they complete their 10 days of self-isolation

● get a test for COVID-19 on day 3, and on day 8 of the isolation
period

● if symptoms develop at any stage, assume you have COVID-19, and
self-isolate for 10 days as a probable case from when your
symptoms appear.

If all your tests are negative and you have no symptoms, you can complete
isolation at the same time as the first person in your household who had
COVID-19.

A member of our household is a close contact. Can my child still attend
school?
Yes,  All members of the household who are not a close contact can go
about their normal daily routine. If any symptoms appear you must get
tested and isolate.



We received the letter saying that my child is NOT a close contact. What
do I need to do?
Most importantly, your child is still able to attend school

● You and your Whānau should watch for symptoms
● If any develop, get tested immediately
● Then, stay at home until you receive the result
● Please keep an eye out for school communications
● If your Whānau hasn’t been vaccinated, please consider doing so

as soon as possible.

My child has tested positive for Covid-19. What does this mean?
This will mean that your child will need to isolate.  All family members will
be close contacts and also need to isolate.
Ministry of Health will provide more guidance.

A member of our household has tested positive. What does this mean?
This will mean that your child will be a close contact and also needs to
isolate.  Ministry of Health will provide more guidance.



My child is feeling unwell (e.g. cough, headache, sore throat etc) Can I still
send them to school?
Because these are all symptoms of Covid, please do not send your child to
school.  While these may be the normal bugs/sni�es that occur, we
encourage you to get your child tested.

Is it safe to send my child to school?
Our processes involve working through a detailed contact tracing
assessment.  If your child is not a close contact, then school is still open
for them and we encourage you to send them to school as much as you
can.  As you know, our students have missed a lot of teaching and
learning over the past 2 years, and we really want to see them at school
as much as possible.
Our school health and safety plan for Red does contain a large number
of protections.

What are you doing to keep my child safe?
● All sta�, volunteers, contractors on site are vaccinated
● We are ventilating all our rooms
● Sta� and students in Year 4 and above are wearing masks
● Mask wearing in Y0-3 is encouraged
● We have staggered some of our break times to assist with contact

tracing and to minimise contact between large groups of students.

My child is anxious or scared. What advice do you have?
Our onsite team is working hard to make school fun, safe and a place of
learning.  We encourage you to focus on the things that they can do to
help - mask-wearing, washing hands, getting a test (if required)
This website has some useful tips - https://www.kidshealth.org.nz

My child needs to isolate at home. What support will school provide
around teaching and learning?
Our support and response will also depend on whether class teachers
are also isolating at home.  If our teachers are also isolating, they will be
in touch to o�er our remote learning support (virtual connections,
activities etc)

https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/


Te Taura Whiri
West End Te Kura o Morere has three
important values. These are called ‘Te
Taura Whiri (The Strong Role).
These values are what we base our
decisions, conversations and actions
on. They are Whanaungatanga, Ako and
Kaitiakitanga.
In this newsletter I want to focus on
Whanaungatanga.
This is the value of relationships with
high expectations. Working as a
whanau/ family to be the best we can
be.
Relationships are fundamental in
schools. This is not just student to
student relationships, but everyone
involved with West End Te Kura o Morere. Sometimes, just like in
families, there are challenges or disagreements. This is fine and
normal. The challenge is how we all respond to these. In the first
instance your children are encouraged to talk. We encourage the
students to tell a teacher, support sta� member or parent if there is
a problem. They do not have to solve all of their problems by
themselves. If it is a concern from a parent, we would encourage you
to talk to your child’s teacher in the first instance. They have the best
and closest relationship with the students.

Seesaw and Skool Loop
Seesaw is one of our online learning
tools. Your child would have come home
with a sign in sheet and a QR code for
this. It is specific to your child’s class.
It is important to download this so you
can access important information and examples of your child’s
learning. Thank you to the parents who have provided lovely
feedback already.



Skool Loop is a free app which you can download from the google
play store or the app store. We share whole school information
through Skool Loop. We are supported by local businesses, who
sponsor us. Please support these businesses if you can. Their
support means that this app is free to you and us. (See the list at the
end of the newsletter.

Message from the Taranaki District Health Board

Getting your child vaccinated – information for parents

The COVID-19 vaccination roll-out for children aged between 5 -11 years is
now underway, and parents have access to a huge amount of information
when making the decision to vaccinate their child(ren).
However, it is important to ensure that the information you are using to
make a decision is correct. There is more misinformation around now
than ever, and this can be confusing and unsettling.

Ensure you are using the right information by;

1. Making sure your information comes from a reliable source – such
as the Ministry of Health, Unite against Covid-19 and Karawhiua
websites. There is also a comprehensive FAQ list on the Taranaki
DHB website.

2. Talk to qualified people – all our vaccination teams are registered
medical practitioners who have undergone specific training about
COVID-19, the Pfizer vaccine and how it all works. Any person is
welcome to go to a vaccination clinic and ask to talk to someone
about any concerns or worries they have, or to get their questions
answered.

3. Visit your local GP and talk through any issues there – many GP
clinics are also vaccinating children against COVID-19, which may
be a better option for your child.

It is vital that as a community we work together to give our most
vulnerable the best protection we can. By slowing down the spread of the
Omicron strain, we are ensuring our health care services do not get
overwhelmed, and, for those who do catch this virus, symptoms are as
mild as possible.

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-children-aged-5-11
https://covid19.govt.nz/covid-19-vaccines/get-the-facts-about-covid-19-vaccination/covid-19-vaccination-and-children/
https://www.karawhiua.nz/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.tdhb.org.nz/covid19/faqs.shtml
https://www.tdhb.org.nz/covid19/faqs.shtml


Vaccinating children is nothing new – in NZ we currently vaccinate against
12 childhood diseases including whooping cough, measles and polio – and
we know that it works.

If you are yet to take your tamariki to be immunised against COVID-19,
please check out the links above and make a choice that could save
someone’s life.

Nga mihi
Bevan Clayton-Smith
Taranaki COVID-19 Vaccination Programme senior responsible o�cer

Congratulations Blakey!
Congratulations to Blakey for her role as Hortensia in the upcoming Matilda
The Musical Show.  We are all really proud of her and we look forward to
seeing her onstage.



Our Wetland after the rain Our new playground markings

West End Te Kura Ō Mōrere
Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app:





If you would like to advertise on the West End School Skool Loop App
please email Content@skoolloop.com

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search
‘Skool Loop’ & choose West End Te Kura Ō Mōrere once installed.

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com

