
  

WEST END TE KURA Ō MŌRERE  Newsletter #4  Term 4   :   2nd DECEMBER 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Nga mihi kia koutou.  It’s hard to believe we are into the month 
of December already with only 7-1/2 days of the 2021 school year remaining. 
Last week ended on a challenging note with Friday’s ‘lockdown’ occurring just before the 
3pm bell.  With good justification we followed three other neighbouring schools into the 
lockdown in a response to a potentially threatening localised situation for both staff and 
children. 
Such courses of action are not done lightly with again the greater good and welfare of 
school personnel paramount in our decision making. 

My thanks to my Associate Principals Peter Horne and Catherine Cooper and Christine Hurrell in the office for their professional 
handling of what is a stressful occurrence particularly at end of day bell time.  
Similarly thanks to our parent community for their compliance and support to enable us to focus on the protection of your children 
and to have the situation resolved as quickly as possible.  You would appreciate these are sometimes very fluid occasions that we 
have little control over.  Once the New Plymouth Police notified us to end the lockdown, we reunited you with your child(ren) as 
quickly as possible. 
As was the case during last year, COVID has once again dominated much of our existence, and daily lives though thankfully an 
extended period of being in Level 2, has meant a degree of normalcy and continuity of our WETKOM teaching programme. That 
said it has been disappointing to have had to cancel/modify a number of school activities.  Fingers crossed we are able to open 
things up a little more in the New Year. 

 
to Ashton Barraclough (He Kākano) our final ‘arrival’ for 2021 taking us to 370 students. 
   
 

My thanks once again to the WETKOM staff for their dedication, professionalism and pastoral care 
afforded to our tamariki and whanau over the course of the year.  I have been privileged and proud 
to work alongside them all.  
 
We have been complemented by a supportive and when necessary, and allowed a ‘hands on’ parent 
community.  To that end, thanks to all for your individual and combined efforts in assisting across the 
social, academic, sporting and cultural workings of our school. 
 
A special thanks to Boyd Benton and his Board team for their capable stewardship of our school, 
and in particular Treasurer Dianne Roberts who has signalled her intention to step away from this 
role at the start of new year.  We have been so fortunate to have been able to tap into Dianne’s 
financial literacy and expertise for the last 6 years.  I have thoroughly enjoyed working alongside her during this time. Thanks also 
Tracy Hill and her Fundraising & Social Committee crew for their much valued resourcing of our kura.  Tracy’s leadership is also 
coming to an end.  We thank her for her 2 stints in the role of President and for the ongoing commitment and drive she has brought 
to her time ‘at the helm’. All these personnel freely give of their time, skills and energy to enhance our WETKOM learning 
community. 
 
A special farewell to those students and families whose association with us is coming to an end.  We thank you for all the positive 
imprint you have made, in particular our 60 Year 6’s who are moving on to the next stage of their ‘learning journeys’. Remember 
you will always be “West Enders”. 

 
to Ashton Barraclough (He Kākano) our final ‘arrival’ for 2021 taking us to 370 students. 
   
 

Congratulations and best wishes to Anitra Roberts (Rm.7) and partner Campbell 
who are getting married in the new year.  We hope they enjoy their big day. Miss 
Roberts will return to us as Mrs Thwaites. 
 
STAFF MOVEMENTS 
In summary we have 4 existing staff not returning in the New Year. 

• Kelly Fryer, Room 11 Teacher.  Kelly has done a super job covering Diane Smith’s absence.  She has 
impressed us all with her professional commitment to her akonga and whanau and added 
significantly to our staffing dynamics.  We wish Kelly all the best in her new position at Woodleigh 
School. 

 
• Laura George, Room 8 Teacher.  Laura has been with us for the first 3 years of her teaching career.  

We have watched with real pride Laura grow personally and professionally into an accomplished 
classroom practitioner and highly valued teaching colleague.  Laura is heading away on an OE early 
in 2022.  We wish her safe travels and hope to hear about her forthcoming adventures. 



 
 

• Michele Lace, Room 12 Part Time Teacher.  Michele has been with us for 12 years in a 
broad range of teaching roles.  Throughout this time as a learning community we have 
benefitted greatly from her energy and professional experience both from a staffing and 
student perspective.  Additionally Michele has provided hands on assistance and time 
coaching WETKOM hockey teams over a considerable period of time and enabled us to tap 
into her prowess at teaching swimming.  Michele has touched the lives of many of our 
tamariki and their whanau.  We wish her well in the next stage of her life’s journey. 

 
• Lastly myself as Principal.  I plan to put out a final communication to you all closer to the 14th December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
END OF YEAR REPORTS 
A reminder that these important summary reports of your child’s academic, personal and social development, progress 
and achievement throughout the year will come home via bags on Thursday 9th December. The report format and content includes 
your child’s progress against our 6 Learner Competencies - *Self Manager, *Communicator, *Team Player, *Challenge Taker, 
*Investigator & *Thinker.  It is hoped you find the report informing and useful, identifying strengths in addition to future ‘work-
ons’ for each of our learners.  Please look for opportunities to positively affirm and celebrate the progress and successes of your 
child. Your child’s 2022 class placement will be also placed inside the envelope. 
 
STATIONERY 2022 
Stationery can be ordered Online by visiting the Qizzle www.schoolpacks.co.nz  website. A flyer with 
instructions will be included in your child’s report envelope. It is hoped that all students will start the 
new 2022 year on Monday 31st January with their full stationery packs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFIRMED 2022 STAFFING & CLASS ORGANISATION 
For your information once again, considerable time and effort has gone into getting the right mix of classes for next year, the 
number of students we have at each year level largely determining their make-up.   
Principal : Hamish Hislop 
Associate Principal Senior Classes:    Peter Horne  
Associate Principal Junior Classes:    Catherine Cooper  
Senior Team Classroom Teachers : 
 Room 13 Becky  &  Gary Bruckner   Year 6 
 Room 14  Jo Ross    Year 5 & 6 

Room 15 Warren Smart   Year 5 & 6 
Room 1  Carri-Anne Stone   Year 4 & 5  
Room 2  Jeff Cocker   Year 4 & 5 
Room 3  Charlotte Symes  

& Wendy Kitto     Year 4 
 Room 4  Anne-Maree Lightbody  Year 3 & 4 
Junior Team Classroom Teachers:   

Room 5  Brogan Knauf   Year 3 
Room 11 Anita Smith   Year 2 
Room 12 Julie-Anne Hall   Year 2 
Room 7  Anitra Thwaites   Year 1 & 2 
Room 8  Chanelle Prentis   Year 1 & 2 
He Kākano Belinda Baldwin & Grace Lines Year 0 & Year 1  

Part Time Teachers : Gary Bruckner, Janet Muggeridge & Diane Smith (Reading Recovery) 
School Secretary : Christine Hurrell & Tracy Hill 
Teacher Aides :  Christine Hucker, Linda Leighton, Edwina Rowlands, Trish Potter,  Kirsty McKibbin, Fiona Christiansen & 

Sonja Johnston  
Caretaker: Rhyss Taylor 
 

2021 MIDDAY FINISH 
A reminder of our earlier finishing time at MIDDAY ON TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER.  Once again please 
make arrangements to have your child/ren picked up shortly after.   
 
Be mindful that all of the staff have an offsite commitment and WILL NOT be available to supervise any 
children beyond 12.30pm. Your assistance in this matter would be much appreciated.   

RETURN OF READING & LIBRARY BOOKS - We would ask that you have a hunt around at home for any reading 
books/library books your child may have bought home during the year.  These books can be returned to the school office 
before the end of this term, no questions asked. We appreciate your help. 
 

http://www.schoolpacks.co.nz/


 
 

WEST END TE KURA Ō MŌRERE HANGI & POROPOROAKI FAREWELL 
 
Last Thursday 25th November was one of the highlights of our 2021 school year.  Yet again we were blessed by fine weather for our 
hangi experience.  We got the day underway with our kai being laid around 9.00am and at 10.30am we all assembled in the Dell 
area to farewell our leaving x60 Year 6’s and x4 staff members. 
 
The occasion was enriched with karakia, speeches and waiata with a broad range of staff and senior tamariki taking a lead role in 
proceedings. 
 
Post morning tea we re-assembled in the Dell to witness and enjoy a simply stunning performance from our West End Te Kura Ō 
Mōrere Kapa Haka Rōpu under the expert and guiding tutelage of Matua Peter Taylor.  To see the Rōpu in action was absolutely 
amazing as they impressed all with their discipline, power, presentation and overall polish. 
 
Once the hangi was lifted and kai in place, a selection of our senior students served up to our tamariki and staff.  In testament to its 
taste there was very little left on anyone’s plate. 
 
This day will long be in the memory of those of us who were present and represented all that is great about our school personnel 
and their ability to live our school values. Whanaungatanga, Ako & Kaitiakitanga abundantly ‘on show’. 
Such occasions require a significant amount of mahi and collaboration and prior planning and preparation. 
 
A huge thanks to the following and role each played to make it such a success. 

 Mrs Stone for overseeing the whole day and her huge investment of personal time and her attention to detail ably assisted 
by Miss Lines. 
 

 Matua Warren, Mr Cocker and Mr Taylor for all their related spadework in digging the pit, lighting the fire, laying and 
subsequently lifting the kai. 
 

 Selected senior students who helped with kitchen and hangi duties. 
 

 Mr Cocker, Matua Warren, Mr Bruckner, Mr Horne & Mrs Hurrell, Katie Takarangi, Lucas Knapman, Lola Shepley & TK 
Katene for their korero directed to our leaving personnel. 
 

 Whānau assistance kindly provided by Aisha Ngaia and Eva Gulliver 
 

 Last but not least the combined efforts of all our 370 tamariki and staff crew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



“Speak to your children as if 
they are the wisest, kindest, 
most beautiful and magical 

humans on earth,  
for what they believe  

is what they will become” 
 

Brooke Hampton 

 
 
to New World in Merrilands for kindly donating hand sanitiser for each of our classrooms.   
This donation is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
DECEMBER 

 
8th Junior Reward Day “Wheelie” Wet Wednesday 
9th End of Year Reports home  

10th Christmas Raffles drawn  
13th Year 6 onsite Graduation Day 
 
14th December Midday finish for 2021 School Year   
 
 

For your 2022 diaries -  
**Term 1, day 1 (2022) for our tamariki is MONDAY 31ST January. 
 
**Friday 4th February 2022 – Teacher Only Day 
 
 
May you and your families and whanau enjoy the opportunities of the  
Festive Holiday Season ahead.  
Keep safe.   
 
 
Ngā mihi 
Mike 
Clarke  
Principal 
 
     
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 SCHOOL / COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 


	Room 15 Warren Smart   Year 5 & 6
	Room 1  Carri-Anne Stone   Year 4 & 5

