
  

West End Te Kura Ō Mōrere Newsletter : Term 2  #4 – 25th June  2021 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 Tena koutou, e hoa ma. Nga mihi kia koutou. Greetings. By now you will know of my resignation 
as from the end of this school year.  Below are some personalised words taken from my 
resignation letter. 

After what will be 25 years of Principalship and specifically 15 ½ years of being ‘at the helm’ of our WETKOM 
learning community it is now time for me to ‘fill my cup’ and that of my family and contemplate a life beyond 
the education sector. 
That said I have been incredibly privileged to have held the role of tumuaki of West End Te Kura Ō Mōrere and honoured to have 
worked alongside such a committed and dedicated team of fellow staff, Board members and whānau to collaboratively create an 
environment where all akonga and personnel have had the ability to grow, flourish and succeed. 
On an individual level, I’d like to acknowledge and thank the following past and current WETKOM personnel who have been 
instrumental in providing me with ongoing personal and professional support and assistance over the course of my principalship 
tenure. Namely successive Board Chairpersons Ross Dingle, Brett Rogers, Andrew Sherman and Boyd Benton.  In addition Associate 
Principals  Sandy Weir, Catherine Cooper and Peter Horne. Last but not  least School Secretary Christine Hurrell. 
In closing I will ‘walk away’ with many fond and lasting memories of my time at WETKOM confident in the knowledge it will 
continue to evolve and be in safe and capable ‘hands’. 
Yours sincerely, Mike Clarke 
 
Understandably there is some concern around the need for the Greater Wellington Area to go into Alert Level 2.  This is a timely 
reminder to us all in Alert Level 1 to be actively implementing the required Public Health measures. 
 
Things you need to know about Alert Level 1 should you need reminding : 

1. Schools are open and must operate safely.  At Alert Level 1 the virus is contained in NZ but not overseas.  We need 
to have systems and practices in place in case COVID-19 reappears in our community. 

2. There are no restrictions on personal movement at Alert Level 1 – all children and staff should be at 
school.  The only people who will need to stay aware are : 

 Those required to self-isolate 
 Individuals who health authorities have asked to stay away while waiting for a test result (most people will be able 

to go back to school/work while waiting for a result 
 Children, students and staff who are unwell 

3. Testing remains a crucial component in preventing an outbreak.  If a child or staff member is sick, they should 
stay home.  If they have cold or flu symptoms they should call their doctor or Healthline on 0800 358 5453 for advice about 
getting rested.  If recommended to get tested, they should do so. 

4. Schools will close for cleaning and contact tracing if there is a confirmed case who was infectious 
when at school.  The Director of Education and local health authorities will work closely with us should this occur 

5. You must continue to support contact tracing through the display of QR Code posters and your visitor 
register, attendance register and timetable.  Please use our QR Code posters displayed at our school entrances 
when doing pick ups/drop offs physically onsite. 

6. There are no restrictions on numbers at gatherings.  Schools, like workplaces, are not considered to be 
gatherings.  Physical activities including cultural and sporting activities, practices and events can go ahead. 

7. Fundamental public health measures continue to apply. 
 Physical distancing – keep a safe distance from people you don’t know while out and about 
 Hand hygiene 
 Cough and sneeze etiquette 
 Regularly cleaning and disinfecting high touch surfaces 
 

We will be celebrating Puanga (the Maori New Year as celebrated in Taranaki) as a school in Week 10 (Monday 5 July - Friday 
9 July).  All classes will be involved in activities throughout the week.   
These will include tuakana/teina activities that involve learning about Puanga Matariki 
Kaitiakitanga (caring for our environment), planting shrubs/trees in our new school 
wetland and preparing kai to share.  On Thursday 8 July we are preparing to share some 
kai with you, our school whanau. Classes will be asking for donations of 
vegetables/flour/bread etc via individual Seesaw pages to ensure we don’t have an 
oversupply of what is required to prepare/cook/bake for our shared kai. 
If you have a specific way in which you would like to be involved or are able to offer 
some skills/korero in and around Puanga, please feel free to email 
carrianne@westendnp.school.nz 
If you are available to support your child/children’s class in assisting with preparation of vegetables, soup making, bread alongside 
groups of children, please make contact with your child’s teacher via Seesaw. I’m sure they will welcome your support. 



 
To the most recent WETKOM arrivals namely: Lucia Donaldson (Rm.3), Olivia Adams, Alexander Byers & Echo Healy 
(He Kākano) taking us to 335 students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Whānau Hui I hope all is well with you and your Whānau and you are keeping well as Ngahuru 
(winter) wraps around us!   
Our Whānau Hui are an opportunity for us to get together and have a kōrero around our kaupapa 
and what's coming up for our tamariki. It's a great way to stay informed and get involved in our 
Kura.  We have scheduled our next Whānau Hui just ahead of our Puanga celebrations in Week 10.  
We welcome you to join us on Thursday 1 July at 2 pm in the school staffroom. 
Please feel free to bring along a friend or new face and join us for a cuppa and some kai. 
Ngā mihi, Carri-Anne Stone 
 

New Plymouth Observatory - Over the last few weeks the senior syndicate have been studying 
about space. Each class has looked at different aspects of space and space exploration. We wanted to alert 
whānau that the New Plymouth Observatory which is based on Marsden Hill or Pukaki is open on Tuesday 
nights to the public opening at 7:30 pm. Children who might be interested in this might be able to go along 
on a Tuesday evening when the sky is clear 
 
INTERSCHOOL SPORTS ‘SEMI FINALS’ 
for your information our WETKOM Netball (A) and Football (soccer) teams played their away semi final opponents Fitzroy and 
Welbourn respectively yesterday.  Although we lost both encountrs Netball 20-10 / football 6-1, both teams showed admirable 
energy and amounts of ‘grit’ and skill and teamwork again proving themselves to be wonderful ambassadors of our kura. 
Many thanks to those parents and extended family members who were on the sideline.  Your positive encouragement lifted our 
players. Finally a huge vote of thanks to Anitra Roberts, Jo Taylor (Coach Netball) and Becky Bruckner (Football / soccer) for their roles 
they played in mentoring and guiding our teams. 
 
 
 
 
JUNE 

30th  WETKOM teachers who are NZEI Te Riu Roa members will be attending  
a Paid Union Meeting on the afternoon (1.30-2.30pm) of Wednesday 30th June.     
For your information, the school will remain OPEN with available staff used to  
supervise our children 

JULY 
 1st WETKOM Whānau Hui, 2.00pm in the staffroom (Nau mai Haere Mai) 
 5th – 9th  WETKOM Puanga celebration 

9th Term 3 ends – 3.00pm close 
 26th Term 3 start 
 
NB.  WETKOM Fancy Dress MONDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER :   
7.00 – 9.00pm  at the YMCA 
 
Nga mihi,  Mike Clarke, Principal     
     

2021 SCHOOL / COMMUNITY EVENTS 

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 A huge thanks to those of you who actively supported and participated in our Tuesday 15th June QUIZ Trivia Night 

at The Treehouse.  Feedback received indicated this was a highly successful and fun evening that was enjoyed by all 
involved.  Congratulations to those personnel who were ‘winners’ on the night or in receipt of prizes.  Again we are so 
appreciative of the support provided by our sponsors. 
Dads & Lads Gentlemens Barbers, Taranaki Thermal Spa, Event Cinema's, Zen Skin 
& Day Spa, Bowlarama, MaaBha, Vivian Pharmacy, Mitre 10, Countdown – 
Spotswood, Megabounce, Simply Blooming, Pizza Hut and of course our families 
who donated the gourmet grocery items 
My thanks to Tracy Hill and her committee members for the sterling ‘hands on’ mahi they did in the leadup and on the 
night.  To have come away with a profit of $1, 200 was a fabulous result. 

 For your information the earlier held “Bike-A-Thon” amassed a confirmed $5,000 – a wonderful achievement.  Once 
again, a huge thanks to our tamariki and whānau for your related contribution. 

 The recent purchase of Marcels pancakes fundraiser brought in $350.00 in profit. 
Congratulations to the Fundraising & Social Committee on a very productive round of fundraising initiatives. 
 

SPORTS UNIFORMS – If your child has finished 
their sports rounds for this season and still have 
their school sports uniform/ss at home, please 
ensure they are returned (washed) before the 
end of this term. We need to stocktake these 
and pack away in readiness for future sports.  


