
  

WEST END TE KURA Ō MŌRERE   
Newsletter #4  Term 4   :   DECEMBER 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Nga mihi kia koutou.  Greetings for the final time this 
year.  Hopefully the weather co-operates for the remainder of the term to enable 
all our planned end of year activities to take place - ideally in some sunshine ! 
 

2020 has certainly been an extraordinary year for us all with COVID understandably dominating much of our thinking, 
viewing and daily lives.  Unlike a significant part of the globe, we have been fortunate to live in Aotearoa NZ and to date 
‘escape’ what other countries are currently experiencing.  Life has been relatively normal for us.   
That said, there is a high level of tiredness in our staff and tamariki and I suspect this is across the wider community.  
The Christmas Festive holiday season is coming at a good time, a chance for us all to wind-down and connect and spend 
some quality time with family, whānau and friends. 
 
My thanks to the WETKOM staff for their dedication, professionalism and pastoral care 
afforded to our tamariki and whanau over the course of the year.  I am privileged and 
proud to work alongside them all.  
 
We have been complemented by a supportive and when necessary, ‘hands on’ parent 
community.  To that end, thanks to all for your individual and combined efforts in 
assisting across the social, academic, sporting and cultural workings of our school. 
 
A special thanks to Boyd Benton and his Board of Trustees team for their capable 
stewardship of our school, and to Sarah Ellem/Alana Clarke and their Fundraising & 
Social Committee crew for their much valued resourcing.  All these personnel freely 
give of their time, skills and energy to enhance our WETKOM learning community. 
 
A special farewell to those students and families whose association with us is coming to an end.  We thank 
you for all the positive imprint you have made, in particular our 56 Year 6’s who are moving on to the next 
stage of their ‘learning journeys’. Remember you will always be “West Enders”. 

 
to our final 2020 student, namely :  George Julian (He Kākano) taking us to 358 students. 
   
 

END OF YEAR REPORTS 
A reminder that these important summary reports of your child’s academic, personal and social development, progress 
and achievement throughout the year will come home via bags this FRIDAY AFTERNOON, 11th DECEMBER. The report 
format and content includes your child’s progress against our 6 Learner Competencies - *Self Manager, 
*Communicator, *Team Player, *Challenge Taker, *Investigator & *Thinker.  It is hoped you find the report informing 
and useful, identifying strengths in addition to future ‘work-ons’ for each of our learners.  Please look for opportunities 
to positively affirm and celebrate the progress and successes of your child. Your child’s 2021 class placement will be 
also placed inside the envelope. 
 

STATIONERY 2021 
Stationery can be ordered Online by visiting the OfficeMax My School website. It is hoped 
that all students will start the new 2021 year on Monday 1st   February with their full 
stationery packs.  
 
STAFF MOVEMENTS 

 The Board of Trustees has received Alana Thompson’s resignation.  Alana has been 
absent on Maternity/Parent Leave since March this year and has decided to continue 
to focus on her young family.  We thank Alana for the 7 years of teaching she did in 
our New Entrant / He Kākano block, giving many of our tamariki and whanau such a 
welcoming and positive taste of school life.  We wish Alana and whanau all the best 
for 2021 and beyond. 

 
 
 



 
 Grace Lines will join us for 2021 and will team up with Belinda Baldwin in teaching our He Kākano students.  

Grace comes to us from Woodleigh School where she had a New Entrant class.  Brogan Knauf is ‘onboard’ with 
us for Term 1 next year in Room 17, a Year 3 class.  Brogan, a mature Beginning Teacher, has a background in 
Social Work.  As for Grace, he comes well recommended with both having the potential to enhance our staffing 
dynamics. 
 

 Michele Lace is on leave for Term 1 next year spending some much needed quality time with her husband Dave 
and family.  We wish them all well as a family unit. 
 

 At the conclusion of the year we farewell Kim Ramsay, Kay Eliason and Sue Innes from our staff ranks.  Kim, 
and Kay have in tandem with Diane Smith, taught our He Kākano tamariki in a job share position while Sue 
more latterly has provided valuable He Kākano teaching support.  We thank all three for their professional 
collegiality they have brought to our staff team and for the empathy, support and pastoral care they have 
shown to our He Kākano youngsters and whanau.  They have made a positive difference in their time with us. 

 
 Term 2 next year, Peter Horne, Associate Principal & Senior Team Leader, has a deserved sabbatical break.  

Amongst some “R&R” and planned South Island travel, Peter will be researching Boys Writing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFIRMED 2021 STAFFING & CLASS ORGANISATION 
For your information once again, considerable time and effort has gone into getting the right mix of classes for next year, the 
number of students we have at each year level largely determining their make-up.   
Principal : Mike Clarke 
Associate Principal Senior Classes:    Peter Horne  
Associate Principal Junior Classes:    Catherine Cooper  
Senior Team Classroom Teachers : 
 Room 13 Becky  &  Gary Bruckner   Year 6 
 Room 14  Jo Ross    Year 5 & 6 

Room 15 Warren Smart   Year 5 & 6 
Room 1  Carri-Anne Stone   Year 5  
Room 2  Jeff Cocker   Year 4 & 5 
Room 3  Charlotte Symes  

& Ann-Maree Lightbody    Year 3 & 4 
 Room 4  Wendy Kitto   Year 4 
Junior Team Classroom Teachers:   

Room 17 Brogan Knauf   Year 3 
Room 5  Julie-Anne Hall   Year 3 
Room 12 Megan Careswell-King  

& Janet Muggeridge   Year 2  
Room 11 Diane Smith & Catherine Cooper Year 2 
Room 7  Anitra Roberts   Year 1 & 2 
Room 8  Laura George   Year 1 & 2 
He Kākano Belinda Baldwin & Grace Lines Year 0 & Year 1 

  
Part Time Teachers : Gary Bruckner &  Janet Muggeridge  
School Secretary : Christine Hurrell  
Teacher Aides :  Christine Hucker, Linda Leighton, Edwina Rowlands, Trish Potter,  Kirsty McKibbin, Fiona Christiansen & 

Sonja Johnston  
Caretaker: Rhyss Taylor 

2020 MIDDAY FINISH 
A reminder of our earlier finishing time at MIDDAY NEXT FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER.  Once again please 
make arrangements to have your child/ren picked up shortly after.   
 
Be mindful that all of the staff have an offsite commitment and WILL NOT be available to supervise any 
children beyond 12.30pm. Your assistance in this matter would be much appreciated.   

RETURN OF READING & LIBRARY BOOKS 
We would ask that you have a hunt around at home for any reading books/library books your child may have 
bought home during the year.  These books can be returned to the school office before the end of this term, no 
questions asked. We appreciate your help. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hi everyone 
2020 has been a challenging year but despite this West End Te Kura ō Mōrere  has made some positive 
progress in the environmental and sustainability space. You may be interested to know that next year our 
kura will be progressing from ‘Friends of EnviroSchools’ to a fully-fledged ‘EnviroSchool’.  
This will be an exciting progression and we look forward to working more closely with the EnviroSchools 
support team and kaupapa. 
 
In other news our wetland development is inching closer to fruition. The Ministry of Education has agreed to 
fund the hardscaping of this project and we plan to have contractors on site during January to undertake this 
work. We’d like to thank Dennis Wheeler Contractors who will be undertaking much of the work as a 
donation to our school.  At this time, I’d also like to thank everybody who supported our Bird Watching 
Fundraiser. This raised $3,121.80  for our wetland development. This money will be used to purchase the 
plants needed.  
 
Our gardening club has remained busy throughout 2020. They have continued their great work in the school 
vege garden, continued to fundraise and has started to plant out and mulch their newly developed school 
orchard. We hope to have this area fenced off and gated over the upcoming school holidays. Well done to the 
Garden Club for covering all of these costs through their fundraising efforts.   
Again a huge thanks to Miss Symes and Clarissa Benton for their leadership of the Gardening Club. 
 
This year our ‘Plastic Free Challenge’ has been extended to include the junior school.  
My thanks to Julie-Anne Hall for overseeing the junior completion. Also I’d like to thank the whānau who 
have supported this initiative by reducing the amount of single use plastic in lunchboxes. This initiative will 
conclude next week and we can’t wait to see which classes win.  
Thanks to the Gardening Club who will be providing the winning prizes once again.  
 
Have a safe holiday everyone. 
Jeff Cocker 
 
 
 
 
 
DECEMBER 2020  
14th Junior Tabloids on the field - 9.30am 
14th  Year 6 Graduation Evening – 5.30 to 7.00pm, in the school hall 
16th ‘Pirate Show”, 2.00pm in the school hall for parents of Rooms 3, 4 & 17 students 
16th Year 6 outing to Aquatic Centre – 10.00am-2.00pm 
  
18th  11.00am Final Assembly  
                      MIDDAY CLOSED 
 
 

 
 

Friends of Enviroschools 
Update 

2021 SCHOOL / COMMUNITY EVENTS 



“Speak to your children as if they 
are the wisest, kindest, most 

beautiful and magical humans 
on earth,  

for what they believe  
is what they will become” 

 
Brooke Hampton 

 
2020 
FEBRUARY 
 1st  Day 1 start for our students – Haka powhiri @ 10.30am 
 5th   TEACHER ONLY DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED – NO STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

8th  Waitangi Day Observed Holiday – school closed 
16th  Board of Trustees Meeting, 5.30pm in the staffroom 

 
MARCH 
 3rd, 4th & 5th   Year 5 & 6 Senior Camp @ Vertical Horizon 

8th  Taranaki Anniversary Day – school closed 
 31st  Weetbix New Plymouth Tryathlon – Ngamotu Beach 

 
ADVANCE NOTICE OF 2021 NEW PLYMOUTH WEETBIX TRYATHLON  
For your information the 2021 Ngamotu Beach based event is scheduled for 
Wednesday 31st March.  A West End Te Kura Ō Mōrere School Group has been set 
up to assist with your registrations.  The link below will enable you to join our 
school group with ease.  

        
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40604&G=123411 

 

 
 
May you and your families and whānau enjoy the opportunities of the Festive Holiday 
Season ahead.  
Be safe.   
We look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 
 
 
 
 

Ngā mihi nui 
 
 
 
Mike Clarke 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 TERM DATES 
 

Term 1 Monday 1st  February  Friday 16th April 
Term 2 Monday 3rd May Friday 7th July 
Term 3 Monday 26th July Friday 1st October 
Term 4 Monday 18th  October Friday 17th  December 

 


