
  

WEST END TE KURA Ō MŌRERE   
Newsletter #4   Term 3 : FRIDAY  25TH SEPTEMBER 2020 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 Tena Koutou, e hoa ma. Nga mihi kia koutou.  Greetings. The end of term finishing line is 
in sight made all the more attractive for us as a province and school community by 
moving to Alert Level 1.  This gives us cause for excitement as it means our regular 
scheduled Term 4 Assemblies, events and celebrations can go ahead as planned. 

Our tamariki and staff are to be congratulated on how they have successfully navigated Term 3, a strong 
focus on supporting the hauora and wellbeing of all has been a ‘stand-out’ feature.  Again we have been highly appreciative of how 
you as parents and whanau have ‘done your bit’ to help with the pastoral care and safety of our kura. 
Hopefully your children enjoy the coming break and like the staff, have the opportunity to rest and recharge their batteries.  Take 
the time as a family to search your backyard and wider environment to identify the listed birds in the distributed WETKOM Wetland 
Fundraiser.  A huge thanks to Jeff Cocker for all his time and mahi in putting together such an engaging learning activity for us all. 
Partaking in this activity with your child(ren) will be therapeutic for your family unit, generate greater interest in our school 
Wetlands Project and assist in raising some funds. 
My thanks to Julie-Anne Hall and our Let’s Go Leaders who were instrumental in promoting Tuesday 22nd September World Car 
Free Day and rewarding tamariki and staff with ‘hot cakes’.  Fingers crossed the holiday weather will allow lots of safe biking, 
scootering and skateboarding.  On a personal note over the break my wife and I hope to spend some quality time with our 2 week 
old grand-daughter. 
 
This gem caught my eye and is worth re-sharing  
with you all  

 
 

WELCOME  to our most recent ‘arrivals’, namely:  
namely: Mia Cuckow, Isla Whayman, Jett Blackett & Harvey Sutton taking us to 351 students. 
   

  
CONGRATULATIONS  to those 15 WETKOM athletes who ran at Wednesday’s Taranaki Schools’ Cross Country 
Championships in Hawera. Competing against the ‘cream’ of age group Taranaki-wide runners is an achievement to be admired.  A 
special mention of Jayla Stone’s 11th placing in the 10 year old girls’ race and Manaia Vedder 9th placing in the 9 year old boys’ 

event . It was great so many of you took the opportunity to be involved 
especially as our New Plymouth Schools’ event was earlier cancelled due to 
COVID alert level restrictions.   
Thanks to parents who kindly provided transport and acted as ‘cheer 
leaders’ for our runners. 

 
It was a real delight to see our tamariki and staff modelling ‘ako’ (being learners and 
teachers) during last week’s afternoon Te Reo rotation.  In a korero with the children I 
complimented them on how friendly and chatty they are on a daily basis regarding 
greeting me on my  travels about the school site. I encouraged them to use Tena Koe, Kia 
ora, Mōrena, Ata maria, Po Marie.  The children’s response has been fantastic with many 
of them keeping the Te Reo flowing into this week.  Perhaps as a whanau you could adopt 
the use of some simple kupu and phrases to promote what is a beautiful and treasured 
language unique to Aotearoa. 
 

ActivPanels 
A huge vote of thanks to Peter Horne for his recent networking and time investment put in to securing the purchase of an 
additional x5 Activ “Teaching Learning’ Panels that have been installed in Rooms 2, 4, 7, 8 & 11.  These are 3 year old ex lease 
technology in good condition snared at a discounted price.  All are welcome additions to the allocated rooms enhancing the 
teaching and learning of all.  Thanks to Denis Krutz and his TaraTech crew for their timely technical support and installation and to 
our BOT and Friends of the School for collaboratively funding their purchase. 
 

CENTRAL LEARNING HUB 
In the case of our newly build CLH the old adage “Good things come to those who wait” applies.  Some exterior painting is yet to be 
done but beyond that we are close to possession of what is an impressive and multi-functional learning space.  In the interim we 
have started moving books across to their new home. The plan is to hopefully have it operational from the early stages of Term 4.  
Significant thanks must go to the Support and Teaching staff for the extended patience they have shown throughout the build 
process, particularly Anitra Roberts and her Room 7 tamariki who have spent considerable time in the hall.  They will be excited to 
return to their home room on the first day of Term 4.  In addition we owe much gratitude to Chris Pye (BOT Member) for his tireless 
perseverance and commitment to get this project ‘across the line’.  At a suitable time early next term we plan to have an 
appropriate Opening Ceremony. 
 
 

“Speak to your children as if they are the wisest, kindest, most 
beautiful and magical humans on earth, for what they believe is 
what they will become” 

Brooke Hampton 



 

MISUSE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
Currently classroom teachers and Senior Leaders are dealing with a lot of fallout from a number of our students going onto Social 
Media such as Facebook, Tik Tok, Instagram, SnapChat etc at home and making comments about fellow students that are 
inappropriate and hurtful.  Comments about the way students look, wear and say at school being shared on these Social Media 
platforms and are then causing lots of issues that takes students, teachers and Senior staff away from the tasks of teaching and 
learning. 
 
A psychologist on a recent Netflix documentary called “Social Dilemma” noted that children under 16 should not be exposed to any 
Social Media platforms.  Until the age of 16 most children’s brains have not yet fully developed in order to process and navigate 
these platforms successfully and maturely. 
 
An excerpt from NetSafe says as follows : The minimum sign-up age for Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and YouTube is 
13.  This is because a child’s social and emotional capability is still developing which can make it more difficult to identify and 
manage challenges that occur on a platform designed for adults and teens. 
If you have made the decision to give your child a phone, please be vigilant on what they are looking up at home, who they are 
interacting with both personally as well as Social Media and You Tube platforms as well as what they are sharing on Social Media. 
 
Our strong preference as a school is that our students do not bring mobile phones to school.  If students require phones at school 
they must be supported by a parental note with a reasoned explanation for their purpose and are to be handed in to the class 
teacher for safe keeping.  Parents can contact the school office if they need to message children as we have always done.  The 
office will pass information to children if needed. 
We hope that, as parents/guardians,  you can step up and ‘play your part’ in supporting us in reducing the anxiety and needless 
unhappiness that we are experiencing at the moment from some students stemming from their negative and harmful online 
interactions with others. 
 
APPLICATION TO ENROL - 5 YEAR OLD NEW ENTRANTS : Terms 1 & 2, 2021 
Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school office.  Students who live in the 
“home zone” have absolute right to enrol at the school at any time. 
The Board has determined that up to (5) places are likely to be available for “out of zone” students turning 5 and starting school in Terms 1 & 2, 
2021.  The exact number of places will depend on the number of enrolments received from students who live within the school’s “home zone”. 
 
Application for enrolment for an “out of zone” student is made by completing an enrolment form (available from the school office).  The deadline 
for receipt of applications for “out of zone” places is Friday 25th September, 2020. 
Parents who live within the “home zone” and intend enrolling their child during Terms 1 or 2 should also apply by Friday 25th September 2020 to 
assist the school to plan appropriately for the 2021 school year.  
 
If the number of “out of zone” applications exceeds the number of places available, students will be selected by ballot.  If a ballot is required, it 
will be held on Monday 12th October 2020. Parents will be informed of the outcome of the ballot within three school days of the ballot being held. 
West End Te Kura Ō Mōrere Board of Trustees 
Bonithon Avenue, MOTUROA 4310 NEW PLYMOUTH  :  Tel 06 7589 331   office@westendnp.school.nz 
Timeline :  9th September Out-of-zone applications open 
  25th September Applications close 
  12th October Ballot to take place if required 
  15th October Notification to Out-of-zone parents 
2021 SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
To assist our preparation and planning for next year, once again it would be appreciated if parents could update the school office of 
any impending related student movements, both into and out of our WETKOM community, ie siblings to start or families leaving. 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 
25th Applications close for advertised x5 Out-of-zone 5 year old places for Terms 1 &2, 2021 
25th Calendar Art orders returned to school 
25th Term 3 End – close at 3.00pm 
 
OCTOBER 
12th Term 4 start 
16th School Photos 
22nd Returned WETKOM Wetland Fundraiser sponsorship money to office. 

23rd SCHOOL CLOSED - WETKOM Teacher Only Day 
26th Labour Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Take care 
Nga mihi 
Mike Clarke, Principal  

2020 SCHOOL / COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 


